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Background
Expectations and opportunities for improved forest governance are growing with the increased attention to forests in the context of UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) negotiations and new mechanisms to reduce greenhouse gas emissions from deforestation and forest degradation and enhance forest carbon stocks (REDD+). Good forest governance has the potential to promote sustainable forest management (SFM), reduce illegal logging and attract financial flows to tropical forest-rich countries through REDD+. However, opportunities and trade-offs in the areas of forest governance, SFM, law enforcement and REDD+ continue to be addressed separately. Potential synergies for achieving shared objectives are rarely identified. 
A series of global events, processes and decisions underscore the attention to forests and forest governance. As disappointing as the outcomes from the 15th Conference of the Parties (COP15) in 2009 ultimately were, an accord was negotiated and subsequently most UNFCCC Parties have “associated” themselves with it. The importance of REDD+ to climate change mitigation is acknowledged in Article 6 of the Accord: “We recognize the crucial role of reducing emission from deforestation and forest degradation and the need to enhance removals of greenhouse gas emission by forests and agree on the need to provide positive incentives to such actions through the immediate establishment of a mechanism including REDD-plus, to enable the mobilization of financial resources from developed countries.” 
As the UNFCCC discussions progress on REDD+, other global processes and events focus on forests, poverty and forest management. The upcoming ninth session of the UN Forum on Forests (UNFF) in 2011 has as its theme ‘Forests for people, livelihoods and poverty eradication’. The UN has also declared 2011 the International Year of Forests. 
Much is also happening in the Asia-Pacific region from which lessons can be extracted and there is considerable potential to identify and pursue synergies. Governments, with support from international organizations, NGOs, research institutes and others, are developing policies and creating frameworks to implement REDD+, and are undertaking REDD+ demonstration activities. Efforts to improve forest governance from local to national levels are also underway. Governance is crucial to REDD+ to ensure long-term, real emissions reductions and equitable outcomes, while many hope that REDD+ will provide new opportunities to strengthen forest governance. 
The Asia Forest Partnership (AFP) was established in 2002 as a voluntary, multi-stakeholder partnership with the goal of promoting cooperation and catalyzing action among governments, civil society and business to achieve sustainable forest management in Asia and the Pacific and thereby maintain and enhance the provision of forest products and ecosystem services, and their contribution to human well-being. The AFP organises Dialogues as open, multi-stakeholder alliance forums that provide an opportunity for an exchange of information, ideas and views on key issues of concern to the Partnership.
AFP, in collaboration with the Governments of Japan, Indonesia, United States, CIFOR and RECOFTC (tentatively), supported by the EU’s European Forest Institute Forest Law Enforcement, Governance & Trade (FLEGT) Asia Regional Support Programme (FLEGT Asia) and The Nature Conservancy, will organise a regional dialogue on ‘Forest governance challenges beyond Copenhagen: An Asia Pacific perspective’. Other potential contributors will include representatives of international organizations and other interested AFP members. 
The 2010 AFP Dialogue builds on the 2009 AFP Dialogue “REDD and Illegal Logging” by exploring the links between REDD+ and governance. Questions for the Dialogue to consider include:

· What are the implications of the Copenhagen Accord and COP15 outcomes, and what are the next steps in the international negotiations that could lead us to a decision on REDD+?
· What are the forest governance challenges confronting countries in the region, and what elements of governance are essential for REDD+ to succeed in contributing to climate change mitigation and sustainable development?

· How has the issue of governance been treated in national REDD+ readiness activities and REDD+ demonstration activities? 
· What initiates to strengthen forest governance exist within the Asia Pacific region, what lessons can we take from these, and how can these contribute to REDD+?

Objectives
The Dialogue aims to bring together key decision makers in government and leaders of intergovernmental organisations, NGOs, academia and the private sector to provide a broad cross-section of perspectives on the Copenhagen Accord and other COP15 outcomes, their implications for REDD+, and the nexus between REDD+ and forest governance in the Asia and Pacific region. The objectives of the Dialogue are to provide an opportunity for:  
· A frank exchange of information, views and perspectives on forest governance challenges and the links between forest governance and REDD+;
· Updates of REDD+ and forest governance policies, programs and projects in the Asia Pacific region, including sharing of lessons;
· Identifying challenges and synergies;
· Partners (and non-Partners) to discuss collaboration on REDD+ and governance initiatives. 
Dialogue Format
The two-day Dialogue will provide an opportunity for stakeholders to examine the questions and objectives outlined above, to present their views and to contribute to viable solutions. It will consist of (i) an opening session with keynote presentations, (ii) 2 plenary sessions with expert panels, (iii) a session for parallel working groups, and (iv) a closing plenary session with reporting by the working groups.
Opening Session
Suggested keynote presentations
· An international perspective on REDD+ and governance: Progress towards a global REDD+ mechanism

(TBD)
· National-level governance and REDD+
(Director General, CIFOR) 

· Forest Law Enforcement, Governance and Trade programme and REDD: How it links? (Pro Forest / European Forest Institute)
· A national perspective on REDD+ and governance: Progress in the REDD+ preparatory, readiness and implementation phases in Indonesia
(Ministry of Forestry, Indonesia)
Plenary 1
Governance and REDD +
Countries rich in forest resources are frequently affected by what is known as the “resource curse”, which is associated with poor development outcomes. One of the main reasons for the curse is weak governance, government mismanagement of resources, or weak, ineffectual, unstable or corrupt institutions. These are also the countries that experience the highest rates of deforestation. Initiatives to improve governance are urgently required to save the forests and achieve long-term, real emissions reductions and enhancement of carbon stocks, as well as the broader objectives of sustainable forest management. This is not a simple task. Billions of dollars have already been put toward improving forest governance and management, yet the impacts on deforestation rates are still unclear but estimates are high.
During this session information and perspectives on policies, programs and projects that would benefit REDD+ through the strengthening of forest governance will be shared. An expert panel will answer questions such as: What are the current characteristics of forest governance in Asia-Pacific countries and what are their implications for REDD+? What initiatives exist in the region to strengthen forest governance, what are their impacts, what lessons do they offer, and how can REDD+ enhance and make fullest use of these? How do tenure regimes influence REDD+? Are payments for environmental services (PES) schemes a model to transfer REDD+ payments to communities? What challenges have to be address in REDD+ payment mechanisms? What are the development barriers to REDD+ and its credibility? 
Suggested presentations (AFP Partners to add others for later short listing):
· Forest tenure reform in China 
· REDD+ and customary rights in Papua New Guinea 
· Polices to strengthen forest governance in Indonesia 
· Forest finance: Challenges to be addressed for REDD+ payment mechanisms 

· Building capacity for civil society to participate in REDD+ activities and policy setting 

· Payment for environmental services: Lessons for applying REDD+ incentives for local communities 

· Bilateral agreements for REDD+ and donor expectations for governance 

· Working with companies in Indonesia 

· The political economic of REDD+ in Indonesia 

Plenary 2: National REDD+ readiness, demonstration activities and governance – progress and lessons learnt
With the support of international agencies, bilateral donors, NGOs, research institutes and others, governments in the Asia-Pacific region are preparing for REDD+ by developing national REDD+ policies and frameworks, as well as implementing demonstration activities. In this session information will be shared on the latest progress of these activities and the lessons they offer. The session will consider how national REDD readiness and demonstration activities have taken up the issue of governance, as well as how current governance realities impact these activities. It will also give examples of REDD+ demonstration activities and the hurdles and challenges they face. 
The development of partnerships to address the technical and policy hurdles to REDD+ will be discussed. Key partnerships are evolving under the UN-REDD and World Bank Forest Carbon Partnership Facility initiatives, bilaterally, e.g. under Australia’s International Forest Carbon Initiative, as well as domestically. The session will also consider the significance of governance to REDD+ issues such as measurement, monitoring, reporting, verification, scale, funding, permanence, liability, leakage and reference levels.
Suggested presentations (AFP Partners to add others for later short listing):
· Comparative analysis of progress towards the development of national REDD systems – PNG, Indonesia, Vietnam, Laos

· National REDD+ readiness and demonstration activities in Viet Nam – the governance challenges 
· Governance issues for a district level REDD+ approach – the case of Berau district, Indonesia

· REDD+ readiness and demonstration activities in Lao PDR
· Kalimantan Forest Climate Partnership – the governance challenges for peat land conservation, restoration and management 
· Presentation on MRV 

Parallel working groups (AFP Partners to provide suggestions on working group themes and to volunteer for taking responsibility for organising working groups)
Working group 1: REDD+, illegal logging and the resultant trade
Illegal logging remains a significant global issue. Although estimates of illegal logging rates vary widely, governments of developed and developing countries and international institutions ranging from OECD and the World Bank to Interpol agree that it is a serious problem. Illegal logging results in a loss of government revenue and often deprives local communities of access and use rights and opportunities to improve their quality of life, and it also has significant negative impacts on forest environments and biodiversity. In, response, various global, regional, bilateral and national programmes and measures have been designed to address illegal logging. Apart from the fact that. REDD+ brings even greater attention to the issue of illegal logging, which is associated with greenhouse gas emissions and exacerbates the risks of leakage, non-permanence, thereby undermining the integrity of REDD+.
Suggested presentation topics:

· FLEGT VPAs with Indonesia and Malaysia, and FLEGT initiatives in other Asia-Pacific countries 
· US Lacey Act
· EU draft Due Diligence Regulation 
· Engaging Customs to combat the trade in illegal logging 
· Australia’s policy on illegal wood imports
Working group 2: Assessing illegal logging levels: Methodological challenges
(CIFOR): (could be incorporated with working group 1) 

 Working groups 3, 4 etc.: TBD
Plenary 3: Summary of Dialogue and Closing
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