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Your Excellency Forestry Minister of Indonesia, Mr. Kaban, 
distinguished participants, ladies and gentlemen, 

Firstly, I would like to congratulate the AFP on convening this Dialogue in Bali to discuss the very pertinent issues of REDD and Combating illegal logging, which are central to the global forestry issues today.

At the same time, I would like to express my deep appreciation to the host-country Indonesia, in particular the Ministry of Forestry and CIFOR for co-organizing this event.

As you recall, the Asia Forest Partnership was initiated by the governments of Indonesia and Japan  in 2002 and it was duly launched as a Type-2 Partnership during the World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg. 

Since then, AFP has been quite successful in organizing meetings and dialogues at the regional level addressing the most relevant issues which tropical forests and human being in the Asia and the Pacific region are being faced with. In November 2007, five years after the initial launch, the AFP partners and donors gathered in Yokohama, Japan, reviewed the achievement of the AFP and decided to launch the second phase of the AFP process with a view to continuing it until 2015. With the themes for the second phase having consistency with the first phase, we will continue to tackle forest loss and illegal logging issues in the region. 

The last AFP Dialogue was held during the Asia Pacific Forestry Week in April 2008, in Hanoi, Vietnam, bringing together partners and stakeholders to discuss sustainability in the trade of timber and forest products. I would like to note that it was among the most successful events of the AFP. 

This year, we gather again in Bali to lend our support to the AFP and to fully participate in the dialogue, since we all believe that through AFP we could enhance partnership for working together towards the same goal.

We have several fora to discuss forestry issues and make some decisions, like Committee on forestry of FAO, United Nations Forum on Forests and International Tropical Timber Organization. These are basically inter-governmental in nature. In contrast to them, we value the AFP’s unique setting,  as to allow broader participation of stakeholders including our partners from NGOs and research communities. 
I hope that, based on the dialogue among the participants, the AFP will be able to send a positive message to the international community as the 13th  World Forestry Congress is to be held in October in Argentina, and the COP15 of the UNFCCC, where REDD is to be discussed, is scheduled for December.
Ladies and gentlemen,

On behalf of all AFP partners, I would like to thank particularly His Excellency Minister of Forestry, the Secretary General of the Ministry of Forestry, the Director General of CIFOR, the AFP Secretariat and the Chair of AFP for their collaboration and support in making this event possible.

We duly acknowledge supports given by Swiss government, IGES, WRI, TNC-RAFT, DFID and many other partners to ensure that the AFP Dialogue in Bali is a successful one.

The Japanese Government would like to take this opportunity to express its continuous commitment to work together with all AFP partners in addressing   forestry related issues including illegal logging and climate change mitigation. Japan encourages partners to continue exchange views and find solutions within the overall context of sustainable forest management. 

Finally, I would like to conclude my remarks by asking all participants for sustained support for our Asia Forest Partnership and other similar fora aiming at promoting dialogues and understanding, and enhancing cooperation among partners towards better sustainable forest management in the region and the world.

Thank you very much for your attention.

