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Excellencies Governor of Bali or the Representative and Governor of Central Kalimantan,
Distinguished participants to the AFP Dialogue,

Ladies and Gentlemen:
Assalamu’alaikum warahmatullahi wabarakatuh

I wish you a very good morning.  

Let’s praise God the Almighty for his blessings and for allowing us all to be here in Bali, attending this Asia Forest Partnership Dialogue. 

It is indeed my pleasure to address this very important and interesting dialogue.  On behalf of the Indonesian Government, I would like to welcome you all to the Asia Forest Partnership Dialogue on REDD and Illegal Logging.  To distinguished participants from overseas, I would like to extend my warmest welcome to Indonesia and to Bali.   
Ladies and Gentlemen:
As you may recall, and as many of you may also witnessed, about one and a half years ago here in Nusa Dua, Bali, the COP-13 of the UNFCCC agreed on the decision to launch the Bali Action Plan, and the decision on REDD, which collectively are milestone decision for the global forest community.  The decision on REDD invite parties to undertake efforts to explore for a workable REDD mechanism.  Within that context, I welcome the theme for this AFP Dialogue, which is REDD and Combating Illegal Logging.  I hope that the discussion on the two issues would contribute to the development of a workable REDD mechanism, because illegal logging has the potential to hamper successful REDD projects.  
As regards illegal logging, Ladies and Gentlemen:

I understand that since its inception in 2002, the Asia Forest Partnership has been persistent in its efforts to elevate the importance of combating illegal logging.  Since then, the AFP has helped raised awareness on the urgency of combating illegal logging, and promoted cooperation on this particular issue.  
I should take this opportunity to emphasis that this key theme of the AFP corresponds to the first priority policy of the Indonesian Ministry of Forestry during this five year period of my tenure.  Our other four priority policies are: (i) revitalization of the forestry sector, (ii) rehabilitation and conservation of forest resources, (iii) promotion of the livelihood of forest dependent people, and (iv) strengthening of forest areas.  
Ladies and Gentlemen:
Indonesia has been very open on the issue of combating illegal logging.  We acknowledge the complexity of the issue, which involves both domestic and international drivers.  Everyone is aware that Indonesia is not at all a small country, with over 17 thousand islands and over 230 millions population.  These grand figures bring about both opportunities and challenges.  The archipelago hosts nearly all types of ecological conditions, from savanna to rain forests, to the snow caped giant mountains in Papua.  We have small islands, medium islands, and large islands, each category with their own merits and problems.  On one hand, we have forest resources, forest absorption of carbon, and forest biodiversity.  On the other hand we have sinking islands, we have desertification, and within the very context of this dialogue, we have illegal logging and the related trades going on at some points in the vast forest areas and the extensive length of sea lines.   
However, Ladies and Gentlemen: 

We do every possible effort to combat the illegal logging.  We have intensified law enforcement efforts at all levels, and welcome assistance from both domestic and international partners.  All those efforts have shown some results, with our data showing decline of the illegal logging cases, especially those of a larger scale.  While we still need to keep an eye on the large scale illegal logging, emphasis should now be given to the smaller scales but greater in number, and even more worrying is the raising trend of illegal trafficking of wildlife.   To do so, we need the support of the wide people of the country.  

In this regard, we have launched massive awareness raising on the importance of forest and trees for the sustainability of our planet Earth.  We have been campaigning at all levels and groups, including children, women, religious societies, government and military communities, and so on.  Lately we have launched the “One Man One Tree” campaign, appealing everyone to do an easy work which collectively would be a significant contribution to the nurturing of planet Earth.  And beyond that simply direct effect, our hope is that by raising such awareness on tree planting, we would as well raise awareness on the evil of illegal tree felling.  
Ladies and Gentlemen:
Still with regard to the untiring efforts to combat illegal logging, I have been lately encouraged by the prospect for the climate change programme of Reducing Emission from Deforestation and Forest Degradation or REDD.  I see that this REDD concept, while it is still in the making, has the potential to help halt illegal logging.  We understand that REDD mechanism would demand that the emission reduction be measurable, and I could not imagine that such emission reduction would be possible when illegal logging in that area is rampant.  This gives us hope that those future REDD projects, and even the REDD demonstration activities, would set aside enough resources for preventing this kind of “emission leakage” due to illegal logging. I expect that the REDD proponent would should not just commitment to combat illegal logging, but rather, go beyond and take actions.  
For that reason also, Ladies and Gentlemen: 
I hope that the REDD mechanism would materialize, as early as within six month from now, that is when the UNFCCC COP-15 takes place in Copenhagen. I hope Parties there could come up with a workable mechanism that can help this planet Earth, help the developing countries, and help the livelihood of billions of people living on the margin of forests.  I wish that the coming Conference will learn from the failure with the Clean Development Mechanism for forestry activities, which turned to be over-complicated and unworkable.  I hope that REDD would in the end come differently as a successful mechanism, and help show that forest offers solution to the climate change, rather than being the source of problem.  
We should also recognize, however, that REDD is not everything.  Alone, it is not a remedy for the struggle to achieve Sustainable Forest Management.  SFM is much larger than REDD, and we should not be mislead by the view that the climate change fund, including the potential REDD, would suffice the needed financial resources for SFM.  Rather, we still need other sources including governments ODA, private sector investment, philanthropic donation, and so on.   The gaps of funding for SFM are just so broad to fill, that we cannot be distracted by a mere potential fund from the climate change mechanisms.

Ladies and Gentlemen:
I wish that this Dialogue would contribute to both the development of the REDD mechanism, and the efforts to combat illegal logging.  The AFP has been known for its openness and inclusiveness, which make it suitable for addressing even sensitive issues.  I see here a big crowd from different paths of life, including government, private, CSO, academic, etc.  I hope you all can enlighten and learn from each other, and leaving this event with broader, wiser perspectives, a basis to improve efforts towards development of the REDD mechanism and efforts to combat illegal logging. 
Before I conclude my remarks, I should like to extend my appreciation for all who have made this dialogue and the AFP Meeting yesterday possible.  My sincere appreciation goes to CIFOR and its AFP Secretariat, for the great support in organizing this event, for the Governments of Japan and Switzerland for their generous financial support for this event, as well as to the supporting agencies: USAID, RAFT, TNC, GTZ, Indonesia-EC FLEGT Support Project, WRI, IGES, and UK-DFID.  
Finally, I wish you all a successful and productive dialogue, and a pleasant stay in this beautiful island, and beautiful country, if you have time to explore beyond Bali. 

With that best wishes, I would like to conclude my remarks.  By saying Bismillahirrahmannirahim, I declare this AFP Dialogue on REDD and Combatting Illegal Loggin, officially opened.

Thank you.  

Wassalamu’alaikum warahmatullahi wabarakatuh.

MINISTER OF FORESTRY

OF THE REPUBLIC OF INDONESIA

DR (HON) M.S. KABAN
PAGE  
4

